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Welcome to Hartland

Fiona Cottam 
Principal

Paul Ryan
Head of Secondary

As students come to the end of the Key Stage 3 journey, they embark on a new 
and exciting phase of learning as they start the more formal examinable stages 
of education. Key Stage 4, which covers the years of Year 10 and Year 11 in our 
school, sees the introduction of GCSE courses. Though this can seem quite 
daunting for families, we will guide you as always and you will find full 
explanations and details about this new phase of learning in the pages that 
follow. 

Entering Year 10, students have the opportunity to focus at a higher level on 
the core subjects that they have always studied, but for the first time, it also 
allows them to make choices about their learning and their specialist subject 
choices. New opportunities are available as the range of new subjects adds a 
breadth and dynamic that opens new doors for all, and activities such as the 
International Duke of Edinburgh Award add further richness to the Key Stage 4 
curriculum.

Hartland is a unique and vibrant place filled with the energy of inquisitive minds 
and the dynamics of individual characters. We care passionately about 
excellent learning and teaching, about learning for life, about education - but 
most of all we care passionately about the children in our care. So, as we move 
into the GCSE exam years, we remain committed to supporting each and every 
student in a personalised way that will ultimately help them to achieve their 
goals. We know that children have an array of differing needs, both educational 
and emotional, but they also have an exciting assortment of dreams, hopes 
and aspirations.Your children and their successes are at the heart of all that I 
and my staff commit to and we look forward to continuing on our learning 
journey with you as your child enters this new phase of learning.

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the GCSE Options Booklet for Hartland 
International School.
 
As a Year 9 student, you have now reached the stage at which you must start 
to make decisions which will affect your further study and career opportunities. 
It is important that choosing your GCSE courses should be part of the process 
of finding a longer individual learning route. Your choices will also affect the A 
level options available to you at the end of Year 11.
 
In Key Stage 4 you will be developing the skills to help you become an effective 
learner and to prepare you for further study at A level, University and in your 
chosen careers. All students have particular strengths and abilities and yours 
may be quite different from your friends or older siblings. 
 
At Hartland, we aim to ensure that each student achieves their own personal 
best.  Helping you to plan your KS4 programme is part of helping you to 
succeed and achieve your true potential in later life. The transition from Key 
Stage 3 to GCSE is an important one and the expectation on students rises 
accordingly. Alongside the additional demands of the rigorous GCSE 
programme, students are expected to become more independent and 
demonstrate greater maturity and responsibility.
 
This options booklet outlines the courses offered for further study in Key Stage 
4. If you would like to discuss this in more detail, please contact any member
of the team and we would be delighted to arrange an individual discussion. I
wish you the very best in your choices and future studies.
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ARABIC A

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?
We follow the MOE curriculum and standards.

Based on the Ministry of Education Assessment Policy the scale of marks is as follows:

HOW IS THE COURSE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS A USEFUL QUALIFICATION?
Studying Arabic will benefit you in many ways. It will increase your competitiveness in future job career. In 
summary, being a native Arabic speaker brings a unique set of advantages, including cultural fluency, 
career opportunities, and the ability to contribute meaningfully to the preservation and promotion of the 
Arabic language and culture.

Arabic A (Arabic as a first language) MOE compulsory until Year 13.
Mrs Gamal - E: sgamal@hartlandinternational.com

DIRECTOR OF ARABIC AND ISLAMIC: Mrs Ramadan (E: nramadan@hartlandinternational.com)

Studying Arabic as a first language can offer various personal, academic, and professional benefits. Arabic 
language is one of the richest languages in the world. Its history and effect on other languages stands as a key 
aspect in the history. Arabic is spoken in 22 countries, including economically significant nations in the Middle 
East.

Here are several points highlighting the advantages of learning Arabic as a first language:

• As a native Arabic speaker, one is inherently connected to the cultural nuances, traditions, and social
dynamics of the Arab world, providing a deep cultural fluency.

• Native speakers possess an intuitive understanding of the language's grammar, syntax, and idiomatic
expressions, making communication more natural and nuanced.

• Native Arabic speakers can be instrumental in international diplomacy, representing their countries and
communities with authenticity and linguistic accuracy.

• Native speakers are well-positioned to contribute to the rich tradition of Arabic literature, poetry, music, and
art, adding to the cultural tapestry of the Arab world.

• Being a native Arabic speaker instills a sense of pride and identity, contributing to a strong connection to one's
roots and a deeper appreciation for the linguistic and cultural heritage.

Reading

Writing

Listening

50 marks

30 marks
10 marks

50%

30%
10%

55 minutes

55 minutes

55 minutes

Exam skill Mode of assessment Weighting Time

Speaking 10 marks 10% 8-10 minutes



We follow the MOE curriculum and standards.
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ARABIC B

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

HOW IS THE COURSE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS A USEFUL QUALIFICATION?
Studying Arabic will benefit you in many ways. It will increase your competitiveness in future job career. 
Studying Arabic will foster your knowledge of the Arabic culture and values. Navigating and appreciating 
the beauty of Arab countries more confidently. You will be able to interact with Arabic speakers, making 
travel experiences more enriching and immersive.

Arabic B (Arabic as a second language) MOE compulsory until Year 10.
Mrs Ouda - E: souda@hartlandinternational.com

DIRECTOR OF ARABIC AND ISLAMIC: Mrs Ramadan (E: nramadan@hartlandinternational.com)

Studying Arabic as a second language can offer various personal, academic, and professional benefits. Arabic 
is spoken in 22 countries, including economically significant nations in the Middle East.

Here are several points highlighting the advantages of learning Arabic:

• Gaining insights into the rich history, traditions, and cultural nuances of the Arab world.
• Developing a deeper appreciation for Arabic literature, art, music, and cinema.
• Opening up opportunities to communicate with over 310 million native Arabic speakers worldwide.
• Enhancing your ability to engage in cross-cultural dialogue and foster international connections.

Term 1 

Term 2 

Term 3 

Dream Job 

Dream House

My role model

The Arabic World
Arabic famous landmarks and icons.

The Arabic countries culture.

Technology and Media

New and old Technology

New and old Media

Positives and negatives of internet usage.
Favourite Films and Movies

Term Topics

Reading

Writing

Listening

25 marks
25 marks
25 marks

25%
25%
25%

55 minutes

55 minutes

55 minutes

Exam skill Mode of assessment Weighting Time

Speaking 25 marks 25% 8-10 minutes



rs Naylor (E: mnaylor@hartlandinternational.com)

Mode of Assessment Weighting

2 hours 15 minutes
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COURSE: Islamic Education subject is a compulsory until Year 13.

DIRECTOR OF ARABIC AND ISLAMIC: Mrs Ramadan (E: nramadan@hartlandinternational.com)

WHY STUDY THIS COURSE?
Studying Islamic education as a student is invaluable for a myriad of reasons. It not only offers a deep 
cultural understanding of Islamic societies but also promotes religious literacy and a global perspective on 
international affairs. This knowledge encourages interfaith dialogue, fostering tolerance and respect 
among diverse communities. Additionally, Islamic education instills ethical values, contributing to the 
development of compassionate and socially responsible individuals. The insights gained from studying 
Islam can open doors to various career opportunities, particularly in fields requiring an understanding of 
different cultures and religions. Beyond professional prospects, it nurtures personal development by 
honing critical thinking skills and a respect for diversity.

Based on the Ministry of Education Assessment Policy the scale of marks is as follows:

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?
We follow the MOE curriculum and standards. We focus on the 6 strands of the curriculum and include a 
range of topics. Quran, Hadeeth and recitation are the key focus of understanding and memorization. 

HOW IS THE COURSE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS A USEFUL QUALIFICATION?
In Islamic education, students will benefit in their studies in which they are equipped with the skills to 
enhance their research capabilities, enabling them to delve into the depth of Islamic teachings, traditions, 
and historical contexts. This educational approach emphasizes critical analysis and the application of 
knowledge, empowering students to apply Islamic principles in contemporary contexts and contribute 
meaningfully to their real life.

Assessment

Recitation

Projects and skills

60 marks

20 marks
20 marks

60%

20%
20%

55 minutes

10-15 minutes

Course work

Exam skill Mode of assessment Weighting Time

ISLAMIC



Mode of Assessment Weighting

Mr MacBlain (E: jmacblain@hartlandinternational.com)



three sciences

Mode of Assessment

of the total 

Weighting

1 hour and 15 minutes

Ms Neylon (E: cneylon@hartlandinternational.com)



.

on. 

*Please note that studying Separate Science will require one of the four option choices to be used.

three sciences

Mode of Assessment

paper in each science

Weighting

2

• • • • ••• • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •(8463, 8462, 8461)

Ms Neylon (E: cneylon@hartlandinternational.com)







WHY STUDY THIS COURSE?
Studying Arabic at the GCSE level is valuable for several reasons. Firstly, Arabic is one of the most widely spoken 
languages globally, opening up opportunities for communication and cultural understanding in a diverse and 
interconnected world. Additionally, pro�ciency in Arabic can enhance career prospects, particularly in �elds such 
as international relations, diplomacy, business, and journalism. As the language is integral to the Arab world's rich 
history and contemporary signi�cance, learning Arabic at GCSE provides students with a unique and meaningful 
skill set that goes beyond linguistic competence, fostering cross-cultural appreciation and fostering global 
perspectives.

Based on the Ministry of Education Assessment Policy the scale of marks is as follows:

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?
In Year 10, students will study identity and culture; holiday and travel; and school life. In Year 11 the course 
comprises of future aspirations, study and work; and International and global dimensions.

HOW IS THE COURSE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS A USEFUL QUALIFICATION?
Studying Arabic will bene�t you in many ways. It will increase your competitiveness in future job career. 
Studying Arabic will foster your knowledge of the Arabic culture and values. Navigating and appreciating the 
beauty of Arab countries more con�dently. You will be able to interact with Arabic speakers, making travel 
experiences more enriching and immersive.

1

2

3

4

Listening and understanding in Arabic

Speaking in Arabic

Reading and understanding in Arabic

Writing in Arabic

Foundation tier: 35 minutes,  
Higher tier: 45 minutes

Foundation tier: 7–9  minutes 
Higher tier: 10–12 minutes 

Foundation tier: 50 minutes.
Higher tier: 1 hour 5 minutes.

Foundation tier: 1 hour 20 minutes.
Higher tier: 1 hour 25 minutes.

50 marks 
25% weighting

70 marks
25% weighting

50 marks. 
25% weighting

60 marks
25% weighting

Paper Description Length Weighting

ARABIC 



SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Consultation with Head of Art

WHY STUDY THIS COURSE?
Art and Design is the right subject for you if you enjoy engagement with aesthetic and intellectual concepts using 
traditional and/or digital media, materials, techniques, and processes for the purpose of self-expression, free of 
external constraints. Fine art may be created to communicate ideas and messages about the observed world, the 
qualities of materials, perceptions, or preconceptions. It can also be used to explore personal and cultural 
identity, society and how we live, visual language, and technology. Fine Art allows us to consider and re�ect on 
our place in the world, both as individuals and collectively.

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?
Students will work within a wide variety of art disciplines and are encouraged to work within the medium which 
best re�ects their skills. The main areas available to students are drawing and painting, printmaking, sculpture 
(ceramics, card, wood, plaster, and wire) and lens-based media. Students are encouraged to attend life drawing 
classes and other workshops o�ered by the Art department and outside agencies. Critical studies are an integral 
part of the course and students will be expected to investigate and analyse the work of other artists and use this 
to inform their own work. Trips to galleries and museums will be organised, including the possibility of a trip 
abroad. We also expect students to visit galleries in their own time.

HOW IS THE COURSE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS A USEFUL QUALIFICATION?
If you want to pursue a career in the creative industries an IGCSE in Fine Art could lead to A level Art or a 
Foundation course, which in turn would lead on to a degree course. There are many courses available in Art and 
Design leading to professional and rewarding careers; Computer Software Design, Ceramics, Industrial Design, 
Interior Design, Fashion Design, Textiles, Illustration, Graphic Designer 3D Design, Fine Art, Painting, Sculpture, 
Printmaking, Film Making, Photography, Animation, Theatre Design, Architecture and Art Historian.

Unit 1 Coursework 60%

This component incorporates three major elements: supporting studies,
 practical work and a personal study of a minimum 1000 words of
 continuous prose

Unit 2 Externally set assignment.

Students will receive the exam paper on the 1st of February and will have 
several weeks to complete the preparatory work before they sit a 15-hour 
exam, which is held over the course of three days.

Component 1: Personal Investigation = 60% Component 2 = Externally Set Assignment = 40%

Coursework is central to the course. Coursework is produced in lessons and for homework throughout the two years.
 Fine artwork will demonstrate an understanding and application of formal elements and creative skills, including 
mark-making. Students will use visual communication sensitively and thoughtfully to document their artistic journey 
and fully support their intentions..
There are 2 components:

ART & DESIGN Art Craft and Design & Fine Art



Component 1 Portfolio 
96 marks

Externally set assignment
96 marks

60%

40%

N/A

10 hoursComponent 2

Mode of Assessment Weighting

GCSE Art Textiles is a creative and exploitative course which can be taken in the direction of textiles art 
and/or fashion and textiles. During the course students will develop their drawing and presentation skills 
alongside designing and making. Students will be given the tools to develop their ideas drawing inspiration 
from cultural, social, historical, contemporary, environmental and creative contexts. Students will build a 
portfolio of work during the course which will show their understanding and exploration of themes and 
materials alongside their final pieces of art and or fashion.

The course allows for a more practical way of learning with an assessment portfolio and practical exam.

Year 10 will consist of several tasks and mini projects which will cover the following topics:
• Pattern cutting
• Fashion design and illustration
• Decorative surface techniques
• Dying techniques
• Embroidery and sewing
• Portfolio presentation and development
• Digital textiles

Year 11 will consist of one major project which will be assessed through a portfolio of work and a final 
piece of fashion or art. From January, students will produce their externally set assignment portfolio. 
This will conclude with a final piece of art or fashion which will be created during a 10-hour practical exam. 

This is an excellent qualification for anyone wishing to explore further education or a career in the fashion 
or textiles industry whether in the area of design, production or marketing. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

Code tracing
•
•

•
•

•
•

Logic gates and circuits

•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

Mode of Assessment Weighting

Computing concepts



 (E: pmiller@hartlandinternational.com)Mr Miller

•

•

•

•

•

Mode of Assessment Weighting

2 hours



Mrs Ansell

•

•

•

•

•

•

Component 1

Mode of Assessment Weighting

Component 2

3



 

 (E: eheffernan@hartlandinternational.com)

Mode of Assessment Weighting

1 hour 30 minutes

1 hour 30 minutes

3



 (E: ablair@hartlandinternational.com)
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Listening

Mode of Assessment Weighting

3



Mrs Keeley

Mode of Assessment Weighting

3
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Listening

Mode of Assessment Weighting

3



Mr Hatcher

•

•
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•

Depth studies

Mode of Assessment Weighting

3



 (E: ablair@hartlandinternational.com

•
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•

Listening and understanding

Mode of Assessment Weighting

1 hour

Writing

3



Assignments for real audiences and uses 
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Mrs Naylor (E: mnaylor@hartlandinternational.com

Media Language

Media Industries and Audiences

Mode of Assessment Weighting

3



Mr Ansell

Language and reasoning•

•

•

Memory •

•

•

Component 1
performance

Mode of Assessment Weighting

assessed
Component 2
Composing 

Appraising



Mode of Assessment Weighting

1 hour
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Mr Rogers (E: mrogers@hartlandinternational.com)

Mode of Assessment Weighting
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WHY STUDY THIS COURSE?
Studying Islamic education as a student is invaluable for a myriad of reasons. It not only o�ers a deep cultural
understanding of Islamic societies but also promotes religious literacy and a global perspective on international
a�airs. This knowledge encourages interfaith dialogue, fostering tolerance and respect among diverse
communities. Additionally, Islamic education instills ethical values, contributing to the development of
compassionate and socially responsible individuals. The insights gained from studying Islam can open doors to
various career opportunities, particularly in �elds requiring an understanding of di�erent cultures and religions.
Beyond professional prospects, it nurtures personal development by honing critical thinking skills and a respect
for diversity.

Based on the Ministry of Education Assessment Policy the scale of marks is as follows:

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?
We follow the MOE curriculum and standards. We focus on the 6 strands of the curriculum and include a range of
topics. Quran, Hadeeth and recitation are the key focus of understanding and memorization.

HOW IS THE COURSE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS A USEFUL QUALIFICATION?
In Islamic education, students will bene�t in their studies in which they are equipped with the skills to enhance
their research capabilities, enabling them to delve into the depth of Islamic teachings, traditions, and historical
contexts. This educational approach emphasizes critical analysis and the application of knowledge,
empowering students to apply Islamic principles in contemporary contexts and contribute meaningfully to their
real life.

Assessment

Recitation

Projects and skills

60 marks

20 marks

20 marks

60%

20%

20%

55 minutes

10-15 minutes
Course work

Exam skill Mode of assessment Weighting Time

ISLAMIC
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