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Dear Parents
This has been a fantastic start to the 2017/18 autumn term. The boys and girls have been on top form and my colleagues 
have enjoyed teaching and supporting them. For a school leader, there is nothing more fulfilling than a cohesive, united 
school, where every pupil and colleague shares a sense of purpose and wants to see the best for everyone around them. 
That is exactly how Hartland has felt to me in my first six weeks as a member of our growing community.
Relocating to Dubai has been an exciting challenge. With every week that has passed, the city and the school feel increasingly 
like home and I am grateful to all of the students, parents and colleagues who have made that possible. We are fortunate to 
live in this city of superlatives: best; biggest; tallest; largest; highest; most expensive… And I look forward to working with 
you all to ensure that our pupils and our school continue to model this excellence.
As some of you are already aware, I am passionate about continuing to develop and deeply embed the Hartland Values 
in to the work of our whole community. With this in mind, I would be grateful to receive your views on this aspect of our 
future direction. I will lead a session at 9:00am on Tuesday, 24th October, for those who are willing and able to attend. If 
other commitments mean you cannot be there, but you would like to feed into the discussion, please contact me via email 
(svickers@hartlandinternational.com). The session will last no more than one hour and it would be particularly interesting 
to be able to meet with a mixture of both new and founding parents. Please let me know via email if you are able to attend.
I would like to repeat Mrs Butterworth’s thanks from the last newsletter to all parents for your continued support at pick up 
and drop off. An increasing number of parents of pupils in Year 3 and above have adopted the “Stop and Drop” strategy in 
the morning which has meant the flow of traffic can be maintained and priority parking can be given to those with children in 
Early Years Foundation Stage and Years 1 and 2. Our investigations into ensuring a safe and effective pick up and drop off 
will continue. Please help us by adhering to the practises now in place and being open to new strategies as our community 
continues to grow.
It has been very pleasing to see the pupils enjoying their swimming lessons and I am grateful for all of the hard work that has 
gone into upgrading the swimming pool changing rooms to ensure that the students are able to enjoy a facility that meets 
our expectations for them. I have been excited by the dedication of the swimming squads and I look forward to cheering 
them on at the upcoming swimming galas.
School enrichment has now started in earnest. I have been amazed by the breadth and richness of the choices on offer and 
the vigour with which the pupils seize the opportunities available to them. Such provision, without additional cost, is a key 
ingredient of our curriculum and I encourage pupils and parents to take full advantage of the learning opportunities that the 
activities provide. It is also exciting that Wednesday enrichment, under the leadership of Mrs Grieve, is providing pupils with 
the chance of defining their own projects. I know we will all watch with interest to see the impact the pupils are able to have 
on the wider life of the school.
The magical Hartland drama baton has been passed on to another superb practitioner in Ms McKiernan and preparations 
for our winter extravaganza are already underway with the help of Ms Egan. I would like to congratulate all of the pupils who 
auditioned for a role. I know the standard was extremely high and we are all looking forward to a feast of acting and musical 
talent!
I am already proud of all that your children and my colleagues have achieved at Hartland so far this term and I am looking 
forward to being a part of their continued success. The support you offer us as parents is quite fantastic. I know occasionally 
you may be less absorbed than we imagine when we write to tell you that boys and girls need to work hard to do well, but 
actually the faith we all show in each other is central to the Hartland ethos.
Knowing that parent, teacher and school all want the best for the most important person – the boy or girl in the middle of it 
all – is what (for me) really makes Hartland the school it is.

Yours faithfully,

 
Mr. Steve Vickers
Assistant Principal

MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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Is there anything more important than having role models, collaborating and learning about values? The house system is 
extremely close to my heart as it builds community spirit for all pupils, parents and teachers. One of the greatest strengths 
of the house system here at Hartland is that it provides the younger pupil’s access to role models in the form of older pupils. 
This in turn gives the older pupils the opportunity to learn important leadership skills that will benefit them throughout their 
lives. 

Last year it was my pleasure to work closely with Charlotte Sutherland to lead Mushrif House. Mushrif were in the running 
for the house championship for the majority of the year, and were indeed in first place for a number of months in the house 
points tally. Despite not winning, I was proud of the values that were learned through whole school events such as Hartland’s 
Got Talent, the Hartland Swim Gala and Sports Day. I witnessed collaboration in the creation of motivational placards for the 
swim gala, resilience when things were challenging on Sports Day, empathy from all pupils and commitment to our school 
through the passion that poured out of the pupil’s hearts during house events. 

I look forward to seeing what this year brings.

“No matter how many buildings, foundations, schools and hospitals we build, or how many bridges we raise, all these are 
material entities. The real spirit behind progress is the human spirit, the able man with his intellect and capabilities.’ 

- Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan - Founder of the UAE

For those of you who do not know me, I am Ms Pearce and I am looking forward to being your Safa house leader again this 
year. Over the course of the year, I want to raise the profile of Safa house and ensure we come out on top! 

I am lucky enough to be supported by Alicia Barrios as the Safa House leader again and we both want to see Safa members 
giving 100% across all the fantastic house activities we have planned for you. As Alicia is a gifted athlete, she will be able 
lead Safa with diligence and passion. Whether you are a keen sportsman or woman, a talented dancer or singer or simply a 
proud member of Safa House; I want to see you taking part in every activity you can and doing Safa proud! Last year, I really 
enjoyed the talent that we saw during our ‘Hartland’s Got Talent’ competition and I am looking forward to seeing talent we 
have this year! I can’t wait to see our resilient and creative members collaborating together 

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much!”

Helen Keller 

MUSHRIF HOUSE
Lead Teacher: Mr Sandhu
House Captain: Charlotte Sutherland

SAFA HOUSE
Lead Teacher: Ms Pearce

House Captain: Alicia Barrios
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My name is Mr Stenhouse and I am the House Leader of Zabeel. Alongside me, you will often find our house captain 
Candela Guitierrez, who is our passionate House Captain. Together, we aim to share and promote key values within Zabeel 
such as; empathy, dedication and a strong desire for success. As a keen, sporting and competitive person I cannot wait 
for the launch of the house competitions this year. Last year, Zabeel represented themselves as a passionate, spirited and 
dedicated house; however, this year we will aim to go one step further and become house champions. A real highlight for 
me last year was participating in a range of challenges that encompassed and highlighted the Hartland Values. I particularly 
enjoyed ‘Hartland’s Got Talent’, as I was able to observe our courageous and resilient members showcasing their unique 
and wonderful talents on stage. During my time as a student and through participating in a range of sporting events I have 
always thrived in competitive situations. They allow children to step out of their comfort zones and test their skills against 
eager rivals. I feel that the house community here at Hartland will really galvanise and bring the school together as we will 
develop our collaborative skills. Four teams, lots of competitions and one overall goal…… 

“Unity is strength... when there is teamwork and collaboration, wonderful things can be achieved.”

 Mattie Stepanek

My name is Mrs Hulme and it gives me great pleasure to introduce myself as the new leader of Creekside House. I take on 
the role from Mr Doyle, who led the House to victory last year, winning the overall winners’ trophy for the year 2016-17. I 
have quite an act to follow, luckily I will have the support of Maria Oganesyan, who continues this year as Creekside House 
Captain.

I look forward to donning my house colour green with the rest of my team; the colour of growth, the colour of spring and of 
renewal. And so, we shall meet our new challenges with positivity, vitality and vigour. We shall bond as a team to make the 
most of our individual talents, support one another, and build respectful relationships and a true team spirit.

There was such a wide range of House events last year; from ‘Pi day’, to ‘Pink week’ and ‘Hartland’s Got Talent’, not to 
mention the many sporting events. There will be many more exciting events this year and I am sure that the Creekside team 
will rise to the challenge, demonstrating many of the Hartland Values, such as commitment, collaboration and creativity. Let 
the games commence!

“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.”

African Proverb 

ZABEEL HOUSE
Lead Teacher: Mr Stenhouse
House Captain: Candela Guitierrez

CREEKSIDE HOUSE
Lead Teacher: Mrs. Hulme

House Captain: Maria Oganesyan
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We have had a very busy and productive week in Beanstalk world! Over the last week we have been undertaking some 
considerable work on the start of the play, Act 1 scene 1. This stage of rehearsal is called the blocking stage, where the 
different scenes are formed and actors know their entrances and exits. On Tuesday, we had over 40 pupils learn their first 
entrance and cues .This is where the world of Dilbury Desert comes to life. I have been so impressed with the effort pupils 
have put into learning lines and really giving 100% effort and commitment in rehearsals. The focus required for rehearsal is 
a great transferrable skill to lots of other areas in and out of school.
I wish to thank all parents for supporting us with everything that this Pantomime entails. With a slightly shorter term, it is 
necessary to get as much time with the pupils as possible to make Jack and the Beanstalk an outstanding piece of theatre. 
Your ongoing support is appreciated.

I am sure you all are as excited as myself about our upcoming Hartland panto! What a musical treat we have in store for 
you all. With over 60 Hartland students ranging from Year 3 right through to Year 8 involved both onstage and offstage, it 
is uplifting to see so much energy and enthusiasm. It is my absolute pleasure to be musically directing this production and 
with such a proficient musical department in Hartland, along with the fabulous resources available to all, December for 
my students cannot come quick enough! Students are being exposed to so many musical styles in this performance. We 
have classical, musical theatre and of course some current pop numbers. The learning is immense. Last week I introduced 
students to our opening number from the hit musical Wicked, and this week we are hitting the 1970’s with a classic Bugsy 
Malone number and a current pop song from Jessie J. Our students involved in the pop ensemble are currently hitting our 
practice rooms with pop beats, rock beats and vocals being heard all over the school! I look forward to keeping you all 
musically posted over the next few weeks.

Gautam is in Year 6 at Hartland. He has taken part in previous school productions 
and is very excited to be playing the central character, Jack. 

How did you feel when you got the part of Jack?
I felt really excited because it gives me an opportunity to interact with the audience 
in a Pantomime. It is a really good challenge to perform in this play.

What kind of character is Jack?
Jack is sometimes a bit greedy and clumsy. He also really cares about his friends, his 
mother and his pet camel, Carmel.

Why do you enjoy acting?
It lets you express your feelings and use different skills.

Why should people come and watch Jack and the Beanstalk?
To enjoy the experience, it’s different from the other plays we have done. It feels 
different and I can’t wait for you to join the fun!

A note from the Director Ms. McKiernan

A note from the Musical Director Ms. Egan

Cast Profile: Gautam Nambiar - Year 6 

PANTOMIME UPDATE
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SCIENCE CHALLENGE

On Monday 9 October, eight scientists from Years 3 and 4 attended the first Mini Enrichment event of the Academic Year, 
and the very first event for Hartland International. 
The event, hosted by Dubai English Speaking School, saw twelve Hartland students (eight  from Year 4 and four from Year 
3) pitting  their wits against students from nine other schools across Dubai. 
The first challenge was to create catapults and after thirty minutes of intense teamwork and creativity, Year 3 (Sebastian 
Delcroix, Lilly Hopwood, Leo Read and Gracelyn Schur) were thrilled when their marshmallow went zooming out of their 
catapult and they were placed in second place position. 
The next challenge was to create bouncy balls which was a really fun activity and everyone loved putting on their plastic 
gloves and partaking in some Chemistry. Finally the ever popular Kahoot round saw one of our Year 4 teams (Alexander 
Sutherland, Sienna McLeod, Gypsy Lonergan and Max Molander) at one point rise to second place with some super 
speedy responses to a variety of Science questions. 
Well done to our other participating Year 4 team (Suhail Al Banna, Alexander Botha, Alexander Taylor and Emily Moore). 
Although Hartland were not in the final overall top three places, all children learnt lots in a very fun morning. 
Thank you to Ms Kaur and Mr Doyle for accompanying and supporting the children. 

Mrs H Green
Gifted and Talented Coordinator
Email: hgreen@hartlandinternational.com
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I am writing to let you know that our students have been offered a wonderful opportunity to partake in rugby coaching, 
delivered by a team from the Emirates Rugby Sevens organisation. 

The coaching will take place on Wednesday 18 October 2017 and will be for Years 5, 6, 7 and 8. Years 7 and 8 will have their 
coaching from 8.50-10.30am and Years 5 and 6 will be from 10.30am-12.10pm.
 
The Sevens Team always allocate a rugby team to any school that they visit and we at Hartland have been given the New 
Zealand rugby team, or the All Blacks as they are more commonly known. This really is a fabulous opportunity for the 
Hartland children to be coached by professional athletes and members of one of the greatest rugby teams in the world. Let 
us hope we can play like them! Parents are more than welcome to watch from the sidelines at either of the sessions.

If you could please ensure the students have their PE kits, trainers and where possible, a black t-shirt to go with the All Black 
theme. Please ensure students have their water bottles with them and sunscreen for that day. I am sure it will be a great 
success and we look forward to sharing the photos with you in the next school newsletter.

Yours sincerely,

Lee Britten
Head of PE

ALL BLACKS RUGBY
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Dear Parents

This week, I bring news of the Emirates Airline Festival of Literature and of the new Library.

A couple of weeks ago, I spoke at the LitFest Schools Meeting about the value and importance of the work of the LitFest at 
school. They have a really exciting programme lined up for schools, families and grownups this year, and I can’t wait until 23 
October when they will be announcing the author line up. We can bid for a favourite author to come to visit us at Hartland in 
March, and we will also be able to book free tickets to take our students to the schools events they are putting on.

I have just become a Foundation Friend, and I would urge you to do the same! Not only does it give you great discounts on 
tickets, free access to the peaceful lounge at the LitFest, discounts at Costa Coffee and Magrudy’s, but it also will give you 
the opportunity to purchase discounted tickets to 25 very special sessions that will go on sale on 23 October for 25 hours 
just for Foundation Friends. I am told that there will be some hugely popular authors at these sessions, so it would be worth 
becoming a Friend just for those tickets! 

www.emirateslitfest.com/foundation-friends

The LitFest always run competitions for schools, and last year our very own Gautam Nambiar won the Under 11 Oxford 
University Press Short Story competition. It would be wonderful if we could continue Hartland’s winning streak this year. 
The LitFest’s theme this year is Memories, and there is a Short Story and Poetry competition that we would encourage our 
children to enter. The Under 11 category is for a Short Story of 500 words, for the 12-14 category, it is 1,000 words. The 
poems can be up to 32 lines long for either category. The children will be talking about this in class, and when they are in 
the Library, but any more encouragement that you could give would be wonderful. 

https://www.emirateslitfest.com/competitions/young-peoples-competitions/

The much anticipated new Library is tantalisingly close. We are now expecting delivery of all the shelves, seats and secret 
reading corners at the end of next week. Restocking the shelves and creating a new FS/KS1 area will take a bit of time once 
the shelves are in, but I expect the whole system to working perfectly by the start of the next half of term. It has been a 
long process but one which has afforded us all a great deal of humour, enjoyment and life lessons. The new Library will be 
a haven of peace, tranquillity and happy reading adventures.

Can I finish by reminding you that you are welcome to borrow books for yourself, or for you to read with your children; the 
Library is open to parents on Monday to Wednesday mornings and afternoons (7.30am – 7.45am and 3.15pm to 3.30pm). 

Happy Reading!

Best wishes

Mary-Rose Grieve
mrgrieve@hartlandinternational.com

LIBRARY
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For all our Musicians out there, contact Miss Egan if you are interested in hearing more about this amazing competition.
eegan@hartlandinternational.com. 

Calling all aspiring young musical artists! Have you got an unstoppable passion for composing, singing or songwriting? Do 
you love performing? Is music the mission of your life? Then this competition is for YOU...

Now Open for Entries! 
WSA Young Musician of the Year 2017
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Find out more
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Dear Parents,
Centre for Musical Arts is proud to continue its partnership with Hartland International School and continue bringing its 
specialist Instrumental Music Tuition to students of the school in the coming academic year. Our specialists are looking 
forward to continuing with the existing students as well as welcoming the next generation of young musicians to taking 
lessons in school.
This letter contains important information about registering your child for lessons in the coming academic year. Please 
read all of the information, as well as the revised Terms and Conditions Document.

Registration
In order to register your child for instrumental lessons for this year, please complete all of the details on the form attached 
in the link below and accept the terms and conditions. This will allow us to ensure that all of our details are up to date 
and accurate.
www.cmadubai.com/en/schools/hartland

Fees
Fees for lessons in school are as follows. Group lessons are charged at Dhs 90 per student per lesson and individual 
lessons are charged at Dhs 170 per student per lesson. Fees are payable by term directly to CMA.

Payments
Online payments have been very popular in this academic year, and this will continue to be the payment method of choice 
over the next academic year. In addition to this, we will continue with our regular forms of payment by cash, cheque, bank 
transfer and credit and debit card in school and at our centre in the Gold and Diamond Park
Thank you for taking the time to support your children in a musical education as part of their learning at Hartland and we 
look forward to starting lessons with your child.

Kind Regards
Brian Cunningham
Manager - Schools Music Service
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Express your passion for the UAE and stand the chance of 
winning a prize by creating a piece of Art that celebrates 

 innovation in the UAE 
 

 Base your Artwork around the theme of 
  New UAE v Old UAE 
 

Take influences from local buildings,  
local wildlife and Islamic culture 

 

Create a painting, collage drawing or 3D model 
 

Prizes will be awarded in the following categories 
 

     FS1-FS  Year 1-3       Year 4-6     Year 7-8 Parents and Teachers 
 

Please complete the application form and attach to the back of your artwork 
Closing date is Sunday 26 November at 3.15pm

School Art and Design 
 Competition 2017  

to celebrate the 

 46th UAE National Day 

Click here to download the form

http://www.hartlandinternational.com/@newsletter
http://www.hartlandinternational.com/@newsletter/Art%20Day%20Poster.pdf

